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Volume 6 Issue 3   Published by Lee Thevenet   May/June 2014 

HORSELESS CARRIAGE REPLICA 
NEWSLETTER 

A Publication dedicated to the reporting of news, events, articles, photos, items for sale, etc, 
having to do with replica horseless carriages. 

“Non Scheduled Publication” 

Published when articles or info becomes available & “Special Issues” when necessary 

 

This Issue is dedicated to the memory of my late friend and HCRB Member 

James “Jim” Peach  

Hi Builders, 

 As most of you have seen the 2014 Chickasha Pictorial 
Issue I posted a few weeks ago, it was plain to see that even 
though the weather was picture perfect for the Pre War Meet, 
attendance was rather poor. The few Members there that were 
with me, got everything they needed the first day, as I did. I 
did not stay as they did for day two. Instead, to save on 
another night at the motel, decided to leave for the second leg 
of our trip, Little Rock, Arkansas for a couple of days and then 
home.  

What a Winter Season this country has had in the past 
year. I look forward to this time of the year because I can get 
back in the shop and either begin a new build or improve on a 
past creation. Last building season I did a install of a new 
transmission in my REO HCR. As most of you remember, I 
chose the ZT 5400 unit from Hydro Gear. The unit is normally 
used in different makes of Zero Turn Mowers. Happily, I can 
report a trouble free past parade & show season. The unit was relatively simple 
to install and functions as advertised. 
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Summer of 2009 
By 

Larry Cook 

 
Seems it was the summer of 2009 when I went to a farm show in Denton 

NC. The show is held there on the 4th of July when it is pretty hot. Along with 
newly painted and restored tractors, hit and miss engines and various flea 
market items there was a replica Oldsmobile CDO for sale. 

The price was definitely more than I 
could afford but seems that I remembered 
that many years ago, plans were published in 
a magazine about building one. I found that 
old magazine with the help of the internet. As 
I studied that curved front section, I 
wondered if that might be quite an 
undertaking for an amateur like me. While 
looking and digging for info on the internet, I 
came across a beautiful photo and article 
written by Lee Thevenet about his friend in 
Dallas, NC. (Ref: Volume 1 Issue 1, July 4, 2009) 

Dallas, NC? Why I'm only 15 minutes from there!! I sent Lee an E mail 
inquiring about Jim Peach. In just a few minutes he responded and I was 
calling Jim myself.  

I couldn't wait to get to 
Jim's house and see his CDO. 
He was very glad to show it to 
me and explained a lot of things 
he had encountered while 
constructing it.  He showed me 
the butcher wrapping paper that 
he had drawn the plans on.  

I decided that I wanted to 
create something along the 
same lines but felt that the CDO 
might be a little ambitious for 
me. Instead, I picked a project 
that I felt could possibly be 

accomplished without losing interest.  I picked the Everett Moore Quad.  
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Jim volunteered any assistance he could. I was able to have the frame 
welded up by another friend, but every little bracket and control rod, Jim made 
in his shop there in Dallas. He kept my enthusiasm up and with his help and 
encouragement, we finished it. 

We went to flea markets on a regular basis, Jim collected old wrenches, 
keys, locks, sparkplugs, oil cans etc. He wanted to display all of these artifacts 
but never was satisfied as to how best to do it. 
 
A talented man with a heart of pure gold, 
willing to help or share knowledge about 
anything. I'll miss our flea market, farm 
shows and outings without him. 
 
Good bye old friend!! 
 
--  
Larry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memories of 2007 

James “Jim” Peach 

1942-2014 

X-WORD 

Across 

1.Circuit that runs engine 

Down 

1. Device to turn engine off 

2. Audable warning device 

3. Illumination device 

Answers on last page… 
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Memories of 2007-2014 
By 

Lee Thevenet 

 

The year was 2007 when my wife and I both retired and started to make 
plans to take our long awaited extended vacation and see some of our great 
country. For better than a year I had been building my first HCR, a full size 
replica of the first mass produced automobile in the United States, a 1901 
Curved Dash Oldsmobile, better known as the CDO. I had finished my CDO 
build and became Moderator of the CDO Group on Yahoo Groups the previous 
year.  

Having been in touch daily with Group Members from various states and 
some finding out about my vacation plans, I began getting e mails to come by 
for visits while on my trip. The plan seemed to be coming together to combine 
the trip with meeting some of the folks on the Group. Finally, I would be able to 
put faces with the names I’d gotten so familiar with. 

I had been chatting with one particular Member from North Carolina by 
the name of James Peach for nearly a year. We seemed to have hit it off and 
found many similar interests. The next time we chatted, i mentioned Elaine and 
I had decided to make our upcoming trip include North Carolina. Right away, 
he insisted that we come and spend time with him and his wife Daphene. Jim’s 
home would be our first stop on the trip. 

We arrived at the Peaches the following week and the friendship was 
made at first sight. We formed a bond that has lasted through the years since. 
For a week, Jim and I had many, many conversations about building HCR’s, 
and other projects we both wanted to do, and the future of the HCR Hobby. 

We spent many hours discussing the building of his beautiful CDO 
replica and the ways he made everything on it work. We talked of the history 
and culture of North Carolina and his home town as well as the history and 
culture of my state and home town. I also got to meet Larry Cook, who I had 
indirectly introduced to Jim. During that one week, I knew we would all be 
friends for a long, long time. Jim and Larry have both been instrumental in 
getting the HCRB Meets be the success they have been in Dallas, NC in the 
past years. About two weeks after the 2013 Cotton Ginning Days/HCRB Meet, 
Jim was diagnosed with cancer in his abdomen.   
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Recent Post on the HCRB Group 

March 26, 2014 

 

Dear Members, 
                It is with great sadness 
that I have to report the loss of my 
great friend and HCRB Group 
Member, James "Jim" Peach of 
Dallas, NC. At approximately 9:15 
PM ET Jim lost his short battle 
with Cancer. Jim was a machinist 
by trade in the Textile Industry. He 
had been a loyal Member of the 
HCRB Group for many years & 
enjoyed helping anyone when 
necessary. He will be 
remembered for his devoted 
kindness in the making of parts 
and ID Nameplates for other 
Members to use in the 
construction of their carriages. Jim 
was one of the founders of the 
yearly Dallas HCRB Meet during 
the Cotton Ginning Days Event. 
He will be missed by all his 
friends... 

 

Upon finding out of his illness, Elaine 
and I visited with Jim and Daphene to spend 
some quality time with them before Jim’s 
situation got any worse. A bit apprehensive 
about going at such a time, our intensions 
were accepted whole heartedly by the look on 
his face when we walked through his front 
door.  

What started out as a one day visit 
soon turned into two days I shall always 
cherish & remember. It soon seemed that we 
were talking about the things that we both 
had enjoyed so much in the past having to do 
with the HCR Hobby.  

Of the many things we discussed was 
of the yearly HCRB Meet success during the 
Cotton Ginning Day’s Fair. As he spoke of it, I 
could feel the pride in his words about being 
part of it. We worked on his computer using 
Photoshop in the designing of carriage ID 
tags and how we each had a different way of 
achieving the same results.   

After returning to our Louisiana home, 
for the next five months we talked on the 
phone daily with the exception of days he had 
doctor’s appointments. In conversations with 
Jim’s wife, I understood that the almost daily 
calls somehow helped him deal with his 
illness and daily medical routine. I often 
thought of who was getting the most out of 
our chats, I now certainly know that it was I.  

I really miss those daily chats and still 
often reach for my cell phone to call him. I 
must admit that I had never faced losing such 
a close friend before. Somehow the days are 
not the same any more… 
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Resurrection of Nellybelle 

By Red Robinson 

 
 
Hello Fellow Builders, Painters, Craftsmen, Designers, Fixers and Masters-of-

Many-Trades 
 

In the Oct ’13 newsletter Lee included a 
note I sent along with a picture that 
showed cracks in the body of a newly 
acquired older (late 50’s – early 60’s) Olds 
replica.  Right now that car looks a lot 
different without a body …    

 

 

I started Nellybelle with half a car, my “problems or desires” were a bit 
different since I wasn’t starting from scratch and some of them got interesting 
… so here goes. 

With the record cold Wisconsin winter we’re having, (it was –20o when I went 
to the airport today – Mar. 3 and normal is about 40 above) well … the CDO 
chassis will just stay in the corner of the unheated garage.  However I am in 
the Body Building Process, and YES, wrestling that steel frame around and 
drilling 3/8” holes in steel with a cordless drill is “body building”.  

 I have renewed acquaintances with a few muscles that still want to be 
in hibernation and acquired new nerve endings when I do the bloodletting 
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involved with heavy moving in tight areas. (Buy stock in band-aids, I’m not 
done yet) 

 

Just so you understand, my shop is 20’ long but only 8’ and 10’ wide.  I do a lot of moving 
things around.  I “rearrange” to accommodate whatever I’m doing – table saw, wood 
planer, worktable etc. are all on casters. … (Could I say they are caster-aided?) 
 

Since everything below the frame already exists, and I wanted to add a 
rear seat, I made some changes and modifications to Lee’s design/drawings. 
The existing “chassis”, tiller column and springs fit perfectly with Lee’s frame.  
So, now to alter the body to add a 2nd seat. 

I spent many hours on the computer and finally decided this was it.  I 
have eliminated some details for clarity in this drawing.  I also did a cardstock 
tracing of the curved dash from the old blue body and used that for the final 
cutting.  It’s easier than connect-the-dots. 

I cut out the center of my $85 sheet of 1/2” Baltic Birch plywood as 
suggested, as I also wanted to match the factory edges for the bottom and, 
guess what, It’s the first time I ever had to recut factory edges, they were both 
wavy by about 1/8”, so my body is 13-7/8” high. 

I noticed later, the plywood was “mill run / Industrial” and hadn’t been 
trimmed to 48” X 96”. 

Since I was putting in a floor both front and back, I went with a smaller 
lower long brace. 

The dashed lines in the drawing show the 1/2” floor.   I really like Lee’s idea of 
putting sheet metal inside the curved dash (for wiring access) so I “stepped” 2 
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pieces of 3/4” pine, the rear piece supports the wood floor while being screwed 
to the long side braces, beefed up with a piece of aluminum angle inside the 
corners.   The front piece supports the sheet metal curve that butts up against 
the plywood floor for a smooth transition red circle.  

The front piece also is the lower anchor point for the six inner curved 
ribs and both pieces will give a lot of anchor space for the bottom edge of the 
1/8” plywood curve.  I’m using 2-1/2” screws through both crosspieces to 
secure the curved ribs.  The green circles show a cleat glued / screwed to the 
“extended wall” to support the inside ends of the floor. 
 
Time for a breather, so let’s talk body mounts.   

Due to using a narrower long side brace and not  
wanting any carriage bolt heads on the outside of the body 
and keeping the floor as low as possible …  
I flipped the body angle iron mounts (in gray)  
over 180 degrees.  Yup, upside down,  
and Yes again, I did trim off the lower edge.   
They are bolted with TEE nuts to the inside brace,  
which in turn is well glued and heavily screwed  
to the outside plywood body. 

Feel like going back to the curve and ribs? … Well we weren’t finished 
yet.  I kinda had my mind set on something distinctive for the cross/top RAIL 
on the curve and here’s what I finally did.  I knew what I wanted, but didn’t 
have a name or anything to refer to.  After doing many hours of research, I 
discovered what I needed to know.  I called a local clock shop 
looking for 60MM Brass end weight caps and they had 3 used 
ones, I trotted right on down there and scooped them up for a 
$10 donation to their donut fund.   www.lacrosseclock.com 

Ok, so what is a brass end weight cap? It’s the end cover 
on the hanging brass weight tubes in old clocks, and 60mm just 
happens to be the exact outside diameter of 2” PVC pipe.   

Another jaunt to Menards, and I was now the happy owner 
of a 2” wood dowel, which fits nicely inside a piece of 2” PVC 
pipe hibernating in my garage. 
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Part 2 of the saga in 

the next newsletter 

I cut a piece of 1/2” plywood 2” wide (The 
diameter of the dowel) and 36” long, cut a dado on 
center to cradle the dowel and put in several 
screws to hold it solidly in place.  Then set the 
table saw to the desired height and trimmed off the 
gray sides / notches.  The wider cut is for the 1/8” 
plywood curve.  The narrower cut on the right is 
for the sheet metal inside the curved dash.  This 
gives a half-inch to secure the 1/8” plywood to the 
dowel / rail and the PVC pipe will keep its shape.  
You also have 6 ribs to work with.  I don’t plan on 
adding any fillers, but will keep that option open.I 
did think about trimming a flat edge on the bottom 
(dotted) of the dowel and flat ends on the ribs, but opted for the half round 
stabilizing cradle.   -That’s food for future thought though- 

Fabricating the ribs:  I drilled the 2” hole first, then using the 2” hole as 
my reference point, traced the rest of the rib(s) from my pattern, as partially 
detailed in the 2nd drawing.  I cut the plastic pipe as shown and it fits snugly 
over the rail assembly.  The dowel/rail end sticks out 3/16” on both sides, and 
the brass cap will finish this off nicely … might even add a decorative finial 
there too.  The plastic pipe will have a polished brass finish. 
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Heard from Earl Brown during 
the week. Earl sent these pictures 
along of his stretched Ford Model 
“N” Touring HCR. Earl went on to 
say, he had just finished installing 
the new top and that headlamps and 
fenders would be the next additions to 
his build She sure is a beauty 
sporting a rear seat. Earl certainly 
could have given old Henry a few 
ideas on what a Model “N” needed. 
This is one HCR that will open eyes at 
the NW Meet….:) 

 

Early Auto Ad’s 
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The End Is Coming Soon! 

To keep bringing all of you this Newsletter  

I seriously need your help! 

I need member submitted news, stories, pictures,  

Items “For Sale and Wanted Listings”.  

Let me know what you like or don’t like about the Newsletter. Help me make it 
better for you & more informative for all… 

This Newsletter is for all of you… 

Please help me keep it going!  

You may send information by regular mail or E-Mail. Photographs sent by 
regular mail, will be returned after scanning, if self addressed / stamped 

envelope is included. If a digital camera is used, just E-Mail everything as a 
digital file… 

Please document your pictures, so I know what I am looking at… 

Either mail to: 

Lee Thevenet 

1657 Grand Anse Hwy 

Breaux Bridge, La. 70517 

Or E Mail me 

thev@centurytel.net  
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“Giving Support” 

By 

Lee Thevenet 

I would like to appeal to all 
HCRB Members to support the 
HCR Hobby as much as 
possible. As requested on the 
previous page, support the HCR 
Newsletter by sending in 
articles, stories about your 
younger years & owning your 
first ride, first time you were 
allowed to get behind the wheel, 
articles of past car shows, clubs 
you belong to, or just about 
anything related to the 
automobile or HCR’s. 

Support the HCRB Meets 
by attending either the Dallas, 
NC Meet or the North West HCR 
Meet if at all possible.  If you live 
in the Central U.S.A and would 
like to have an HCRB Meet 
closer to you, contact me & I will do all I can to help get one started in your 
area. 

Mike Chambers is putting together the NW HCRB Meet, along with 
several Members from that area. Try to attend this meet advertised in the flyer 
on this page. Help these Members by showing up in numbers to support them 
& the HCR Hobby. The NW Meet will take place on the grounds of the famed 
LeMay Museum that houses the LeMay Collection and will be large indeed. 

Still a bit early to remind all that can attend the Dallas, North Carolina to 
try and make it this year. This years HCR Meet there will also be dedicated to 
the memory of my late friend & HCRB Member James “Jim” Peach & just as 
last years HCRB Meet, we will have a HCR Carriage Show plus a Carriage 
Obstacle Challenge, with trophy’s presented to the winners of the events.  
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Answers to X -Word on Page 3 

 

In Closing 

 

 

I want to wish all of you out there in HCR land good 
luck at the car shows if you attend & send in your 
pictures with your awards. Those of you doing 
parades, have a safe parade season with no 
breakdowns or accidents. 

                                          Coming 

In the next issue of the HCR Newsletter, see 
the “BrownieKar” HCR built by the Rusty Nuts Club 
of Bowling Green, Florida. 

Enjoy, 

Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


