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  Published by Lee Thevenet  December 2014 

A Publication dedicated to the reporting of news, events, articles, photos, items for sale, etc, having to 
do with replica horseless carriages. 

“Non Scheduled Publication” 

Published when articles or info becomes available & “Special Issues” when necessary 

 

SPECIAL ISSUE 

2014 CHRISTMAS  
Hi Builders, 

                  Once again that special time for sharing joy and happiness with our friends and 
family members.  A time to help with setting up and decorating the tree with our children and 
grandchildren.  We should live every day like it is a holiday, being thankful and spending 
time with family, and be grateful for our health. Coming just after Thanksgiving, Christmas is 
a perfect time to think about the things that you should be most thankful for…….:) 

Lee 
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HCR Group Observations & Ramblings 
By 

Claude Brown 

I have been a member of this group for a little over 2 ½ years 
now. I was bitten by the HCR “BUG” after seeing a HCR in a parade in Oregon about 4 
years ago. Took a while to finally get started doing something about a cure. I found this 
HCR Group after much searching for ideas & plans on my own. What a treasure of info. I 
am as happy as a newly finished car part….This group is truly amazing…. so versatile…. 
members from every walk of life…. every occupation you can think of..   As varied as the 
Phone Book Yellow Pages.. (& yes, I still use them on occasion!)  Bankers, Auto Repairs, 
Roofers, House Builders, Airplane Manufactures, Office Workers, Truck Drivers, Machinist, 
Transportation Specialist  & Carpenters, you name it we got ‘em…   a member from all sorts 
of backgrounds, either still employed in or retired from their chosen fields, all with great 
attitudes to sharing their wealth of info with fellow members and all with great attitudes to 
sharing their wealth of info with fellow members.  

The common denominator is all of us love the Horseless Carriage Era Automobiles 
and ALL the different brands from that era…Any car we can build a replica of. Olds, Ford, 
Dodge, Stanley Steamer, IHC, and just plain home built HCR’s like the Jimmy Woods & 
more home designed cars just the way they were built in 1890 to 1920. . Various 
manufacturer’s  models lettered A, B, C, D, N, R &T and some in between that I don’t know 
about.  Ever notice that most of the models where “Letters” & not numbers?   Another thing 
that binds us together in our chosen hobby of Horseless Carriage Replica Building is our 
love of wood working, metal bending, welding, shaping and problem solving…lots of 
problems to be solved at every turn of a wrench  or cut of the torch..  Turning a piece of 
wood or metal into something to be enjoyed for long time to come & maybe passed onto 
family members down the road… 

If you had a Blacksmith shop back in the Brass Era, you could build a horseless 
carriage. Just convert a buckboard wagon to be powered by gas or steam engines or even 
an electric motor and away you went. Sound like what we do with our HCR builds? Some of 
those blacksmiths went on to vast fortunes & some only into obscurity. Between 1900 & 
1910 there were over 1,000 auto manufacturers in the USA alone. Not just the big few there 
are now. Do you need a question answered? Someone in our group will have the answer or 
know where you can get the solution… 
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My Dad told me & I believe him, there are only 2 (yes, only 2)  stupid questions in 
this whole world.. #1- the one you DO NOT ASK, #2- the one you ASK OVER & OVER & 
OVER…If you do not know the answer then it is not a stupid question..That is why kids from 
2 to 99 ask “WHY?”, “HOW?”, “WHAT?”  They just want answers. So be smart, need help?, 
ask a fellow member. Run it up the flag pole and see what will fly…. 

A good example of not asking the right questions; I did a lot of research on my main 
springs for my 1905 Olds Model T Light Delivery. I had the designs down pat !! yea.. right.. I 
had the springs made by a spring shop as the springs are 93” long and hold the front & rear 
axles in the correct locations with critical mounting holes required. Got them home and 
discovered they are not heavy enough as I had ordered them made with the 2 main leaves 
on each side  made out of .338 thick steel & they should be .500 thick..  Only cost me an 
additional $400.00 to correct my stupid question. The one I did not ask.. 

This group is blessed with great moderators & hosts. They take care to see that this 
group stays on course and is up to date on every benefit we can get from Yahoo. Members 
helping members. Seconds to none..  And I received no perks for the above statements. 
Just my humble opinions. As are all of my ramblings.  

I have mentioned electric powered horseless carriages before. Notice that the trend 
is for more & more electric powered cars today? Hybrids &/or straight electric?  They were 
not so dumb after all back 100 plus years ago. Just ahead of their times for a good reliable 
battery. We are just now here in 2014 (100 years latter)  getting a handle on this “NEW” 
power source.                                                                                                        

How many electric powered HCR’s do we have in the group?                                                                         
How many steam powered?                                                                                                                             
Any diesel fueled?  

Ok, enough rambling thoughts.  

Keep building the good stuff.  AND POST PHOTOS AS YOU GO ALONG…Some pictures 
at every step would be great. 

 

Claude Brown                                                                                                                                                   
Port Orchard, WA                                                                                                                                             
USA 
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Tool Time! 

Kreg Rip‐Cut 
By 

Chris Thornton 

 

The Rip-Cut tool from the Kreg Company turns out to be a great tool I walked past in 
my local building supply for a long time. I wish I would have tried one earlier.  I have just 
returned from my third mission trip to Haiti to help in a small community still recovering from 
the 2010 earthquake. I am an old wood shop teacher and very use to an entire shop full of 
the tools. During my first two missions I had a skill saw and had to use the straight edge 
method to cut plywood to build cabinets, very time consuming. This last trip I knew I had 
some more cabinets to build so I bought a Kreg Rip-Cut to take on the trip.  First let me say 
I would probably be considered by many a tool snob, but during the assembly process, 
maybe 10 minutes, I was very impressed.  My first thought, “How can this attachment be 
generic enough to fit any circular (skill) saw?” Well they did it, the adjustments makes it 
easy to fit any saw.  Even though the tool is made from plastic and aluminum the tool is 
solidly built. Once assembled, it can be partially taken apart to store till needed. Even 
though I have a table saw (with side and out feed tables) in my shop, cutting a full sheet of 
plywood, when all alone in the shop, is an easier job with the Rip-Cut. I know I do not have 
to say this to this to this group but the old shop teacher in me can’t help but say, “make sure 
you have plenty of support all the way through the cut so the wood does not shift and bind 
the blade and wear your safety glasses.” 

A note of thanks to Chris 
Thornton for his most interesting 
articles on “Tool Time”…..) 

Thanks  Chris!  
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As you can see from the picture above, it is an add on attachment to a circular saw 
that gives you a portable straight edge that will guide up to a 24” depth of cut. The sliding 
guide has a ruler that once aligned makes adjustments quick and easy.   

I can easily rip 2 X 4’s down to 2 X 2’s and then seconds later had it set to rip a 
sheet of plywood down the middle. 

This is by far the best $35 dollars I ever spent on a tool. Check out their website at 
https://www.kregtool.com/ .  They have some other interesting tools and some videos of 
their products in action that you might be interested in.  

 

Word Puzzle by Lee 

 

Make a sentence using 
these words… 

        (Answers on last page) 

 

 

Toon by Judith 
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After the Northwest HCRB Meet 

By 

Lee Thevenet 

Have you ever heard the saying “Good things come to those who wait”? That is 
exactly what happened to HCRB Member Ray Puser and his wife Tina. After taking part in 
the Northwest Regional HCRB Meet in Tacoma, Washington on Saturday August 30, 2014, 
they set off on a sightseeing adventure. They would be waiting and playing tourist for a few 
days until they were to meet their daughter back in Seattle, WA on September 8, 2014. 

While staying in a RV Park in the small town of Twist, WA, Ray had learned from the 
park owner of a parade and car show about six miles away in the town of Winthrop, WA on 
Saturday September 6, 2014. Furthermore, the park owner agreed to allow the use of his 
trailer to take the REO to the show, so on 
Saturday morning Ray and Tina headed for 
Winthrop with the REO in tow.  

After the parade was over, Ray entered 
his REO in the show. He could not have ever 
imagined the attention the REO received as all 
he did for the next few hours was answer 
questions from the spectators. After being 
called to the awards booth, Ray and Tina were presented a great plaque. Rays comment 
was “So it was a great day and we got a lot of compliments on the REO. I don't think 
that most of them understand that it is not a kit car, that you have to make each part but 
that is OK, they still thought it was a work of art”…   
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Next time you hear someone say “Good things 
come to those who wait”…Stick Around! 

 

Closing Out 2014 

By 

Lee Thevenet 

With the year  coming to a close, it seems like the HCRB Group has left a very good 
sized footprint in 2014 to reflect on and attempt to improve on in 2015. For the first time not 
only did we have the HCRB Meet in Dallas, North Carolina but we managed, with credit 
going to Mike Chambers, Earl Brown, Lyle Hegsted, Ray Puser, Claude Brown and Bill 
Longiotti  managed to put on the First Annual West Coast Chapter HCRB Meet in Tacoma, 
Washington. Both Meets, in my opinion total successes. From my home base in Louisiana, I 
managed to keep other HCRB Members informed with the HCR Newsletters, September / 
October Issue “Volume 6, Issue 5”, the November / December Issue “Volume 6 Issue 6, A 
“Special Issue” on Mike Chambers beautiful Light Delivery HCR and finally this Christmas 
“Special Issue” that contains the previous article on Ray Puser’s REO, “After the NW HCRB 
Meet”…. We have done very well in 2014 my fellow HCRB Members… 
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After all that, there is not much else to say except, from Elaine & I, may all of you 
and your respective family members have a Merry Christmas. While recently going through 
many pictures of past Dallas HCRB Meets, I found some that I did not remember, so I will 
add some to this issue as I’m sure some have never been seen before but remain as our 
“Pictures From the Past”, may they bring smiles in your hearts as they have in ours…..:) 

Merry Christmas! 

 

Random Pictures From Past HCRB Meets 2010-2014  
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In Closing 

 

Well HCRB Members and other readers of the HCR Newsletters this issue will end 
the year 2014. Let us all work together to make the upcoming year a better one for the HCR 
Hobby. Get some business cards and HCR Brochures printed up and hand them out every 
chance that presents itself. Hopefully you have enjoyed the HCR issues that were posted 
this year. Be a contributor of articles or information for the Newsletter next year, send in 
pictures of your build to allow other Members know what you are building and above all, 
attend a HCRB Meet close to you and help support this hobby that we all love… 

A “Special Thanks” to those Members who have supported the HCR News in the 
past and throughout this year, you are the ones that make the Newsletters possible… 

 

Again, Merry Christmas from our family to yours… 

Lee & Elaine Thevenet 

 

 

 

 

 


